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In 2012 the authors flew to Europe in order to view David Hockney's "A Bigger Picture" Exhibition at

Museum Ludwig in Cologne. Their itinerary also included England and Amsterdam. At the end of

each day they wrote up their day's experiences and posted them to their blog. Collected here as

part of their "Travel With Us" series, "Travel with us to Amsterdam, England and Cologne" is a

humorous eye witness account of their adventures. Highlights of the book include a visit to the Anne

Frank and Van Gogh museums in Amsterdam, visits to the Christmas Markets, the Claudius

Therme spa, and the Hockney Exhibit in Cologne as well as various misadventures, including

sprained ankles, stinky towels, surly waiters, and breakdowns on trains. This book, which includes

photos, is an honest and often very funny portrait of the joys and frustrations that come with

international travel.
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I had to retrain my way of rating books on this one, because IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢m so used to stories.

You know, ones with characters, a beginning, a middle, an end, some conflict and resolve. This is



just a series of blog posts on a trip to England, Amsterdam, and Germany, so I

couldnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t expect a lot of character development and plot resolution.But I was

pleasantly surprised at how easy it was to read and how much fun I had reading it. There were one

or two longish entries that got a little tedious to read (The Vodafone Post was the main culprit), but

the more engaging entries made up for those. I enjoyed the writing styles of both Mary and Lis, and

I liked how they entered little side-notes in each otherÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s posts.This is a quick read,

and if youÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ve ever thought of traveling to England, Amsterdam, or Cologne,

youÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ll enjoy it. ThereÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s more insights in Amsterdam and Cologne

than of England, I think, but all of it is entertaining to read. And now I have to add the Cologne

Christmas Markets to my bucket list (itÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s getting longer by the minute.)

A fun way to travel along with Mary and Lis, enjoying their humorous and witty commentary as they

travel in Europe. Both useful in that they offer reviews and recommendations, and fun for the

armchair traveler as well.
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